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S0x: Gender, inclusion and participation analysis for WASH 

*Acknowledgement: This activity is based on triggering exercises developed by Sarah House for OXFAM’s Sani Tweaks iniatiive.* 

Session length
30 minutes 

Purpose
This activity can be used to:
1. Understand how easily different people can access WASH facilities 
2. Understand how much different people in the community (and project) are participating in activities, how likely they are to speak and be listened to, and who has power in the decision making process 
3. Understand people’s roles in relation to sanitation and hygiene in the home 

Learning objectives
By the end of the session participants will be able to:  
· Recognise that some people have more difficulty in accessing WASH facilities and information than others. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Reflect that some people are able to participate, and be listened to, in community decision making processes (and that sometimes “outsiders” such as project staff make all the decisions for people anyway). 

Preparation – before the training 
1. This exercise is useful for smaller groups (suggested max 10 people). If you have a bigger group, consider splitting into small groups for this exercise, or doing this as part of a ‘rotation’ with other activities/stations. 
2. Prepare a series of images of people of different ages, genders and people who have difficulty with mobility or have other impairments. Include a picture of a Red Cross/NGO international staff member for the questions on decision making power. 
Alternatively, instead of pictures you could also use Lego figurines, or assign participants to be different roles/people and then have them move themselves. 
Tip: Check existing HP resources, IEC materials developed by the National Society, WASH cluster visual aids library, HP box cards, or PHAST material (if relevant). 

3. Print out or draw the numbers 1 to 5 on A4 paper or larger. You could also use “More” and “Less” as your scale, or pictures of faces (happy/neutral/sad). 

Activity instructions 

1. Ask questions depending on your particular interest (see below), and get participants to move the picture cards (or Lego figures, or participants who represent different people) between 1 and 5 (1 being least and 5 most), or whatever scale you are using. 

2. If you want to show how different people can access WASH and their roles, you could ask: 
· Who faces the most / least difficulty in using a toilet? In collecting water? In managing personal hygiene? In understanding hygiene information (from the project/operation)? 
· Who is the most / least involved in community hygiene promotion activities? 
· Who cleans the latrine in the household? Who collects water? 

3. If you want to show differences in decision making power and participation, you could ask: 
· Who speaks most / least in community meetings? Who is present in community leadership groups? 
· Who has the most / least say in deciding the type of water supply for the community? 
· Who decides on whether a household can build a latrine at household level? 
· Who decides how much money is spent on water (fees, treatment etc.)? 
· Who has most decision-making power over household hygiene and health? 

4. Discuss the findings to probe further, asking questions such as:
· Why particular groups are not able to participate as much as others, or are less likely to take leadership positions?  
· What would be done to change the situation to enable everyone to participate equally? 

Key issues that may be raised
· More challenges for people with disabilities 
· More challenges for women and girls 
· Challenges for older people may vary by context and depending on the question
· Challenges for male and female youth may also vary by the context – male youth normally face less challenges, female youth it can vary

For further reading see pages 10 – 13 of IFRCs PGI in WASH guidance note: https://watsanmissionassistant.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/IFRC_PGI-in-WASH-Guidance-Note_final_2021.pdf 
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