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Potential unexpected problems, their probable causes and possible solutions. Use this chart in training and keep a copy at the site. Seek technical assistance if a problem cannot be solved with these steps.
	Problem
	Probable cause
	Possible solution

	Leakage along toe of dam wall
	• Poor design and construction
	• Monitor for leakages.

	Water does not last long after end of rainy periods
	• Reservoir area has accumulated a significant amount of silt
• Erosion of catchment area
• Excessive seepage due to pervious soil in reservoir area
	• Remove silt from the reservoir area.
• Reduce erosion in the catchment area.
• Apply and mix in clay, preferably bentonite clay, to impoundment area.

	No water from outlet
	• Outlet pipe blocked
	• Clear blockage at the mouth of the draw-off pipe.
• Protect the pipe by placing a ballast surround to the mouth of the draw-off pipe. (Note: a blocked pipe through a dam can be very difficult to unblock.) Do NOT remove the pipe.

	Polluted water
	• Livestock in dam or pan
• Contamination from catchment area
	• Fence the dam or pan.
• Control access.
• Discourage open defecation in the catchment area.

	Excessive weed growth
	• High nutrient concentration in water
	• Address source of nutrients, possibly by controlling access to the dam or pan or catchment area by livestock.
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