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These resources were produced by Live & Learn Environmental Education and funded through the AusAID Civil Society Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) Fund.

Live & Learn Environmental Education offices: Australia: Tel +61 3 9650 1291, Fiji: Tel +679 3315 868, Papua New Guinea: Tel +675 983 4716, Solomon Islands: Tel +677 23697, Vanuatu: Tel +678 27448 www.livelearn.org
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Working with Pacific
communities to improve
sanitation and hygiene

The Pacific is a unique place on Earth, rich
in diverse natural heritage, culture and
tradition. The customs developed over the
centuries have kept the Pacific islands and
its people strong. However, this strength

is now challenged by an ‘invisible killer’ —
inadequate sanitation, unhygienic practices
and the lack of access to fresh water.

Live & Learn Environmental Education
believes that Pacific communities have the
rights, knowledge and skills to identify and
implement appropriate sanitation solutions
to suit their socio-cultural, environmental
and economic needs. Demand-driven
approaches to sanitation in Pacific
communities ensure that toilets and hygiene
facilities (such as handwashing points) are
sustained when developed and maintained
by the users.

To support their ongoing work in the
Pacific, Live & Learn has produced a

range of educational resources to improve
sanitation and hygiene conditions in Pacific
communities.

Who can use these resources

These resources can be used by
communities, NGOs, schools and
governments to improve sanitation and
promote hygiene behaviour in the Pacific
islands.

How to use these resources

These resources are designed to
complement each other and support the
facilitation of a broader participatory

approach to improve sanitation in Pacific
schools and communities. However, Live

& Learn acknowledges and understands
the diverse educational needs in the

Pacific region and has designed each
resource so that it can be used separately
or as a complete set. The resources are
designed to support community and school
activities, each with clear instructions and
methodologies.

Live & Learn Pacific WASH project

These resources were developed as part
of a Live & Learn Water, Sanitation and
Hygiene (WASH) project implemented

in Fiji, Papua New Guinea, the Solomon
Islands and Vanuatu. The ‘Modeling and
testing sanitation marketing and hygiene
behavioral change in rural communities
in the Western Pacific’ initiative is funded
by the Australian Agency for International
Development (AusAID) through the Civil
Society WASH Fund.

The project aims to:

1. Increase access to affordable, appropriate,
gender sensitive and demand-driven
sanitation services in rural communities
in the Western Pacific.

2. Engage women to generate sanitation
and hygiene demand and change at the
community level.

3. Scale up local school sanitation and
hygiene education programs.

4. Improve learning and WASH evidence
base in the Pacific.
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Community resources

Discovering healthy living
Participatory Hygiene and Sanitation
Transformation (PHAST) in Pacific communities

PHAST seeks to help communities improve
hygiene behaviour and encourage better
community management of water and
sanitation facilities. This resource is printed
back-to-back with the ‘Putting your waste in
the right place’ flipchart.

Putting your waste in the right place
Introducing the Community-Led Total
Sanitation (CLTS) approach to Pacific
communities

The CLTS approach aims to provoke urgent
collective local action to improve sanitation
through the use of shame, shock and
disgust tactics. It does not aim to ‘teach’
good sanitation practices (which is the aim
of the ‘Discovering healthy living’ resource
discussed above). This resource is printed
back-to-back with the ‘Discovering healthy
living’ flipchart (above).

Building strong and healthy communities
Setting up a sanitation enterprise in your
community

This guide provides the basic principles

of sanitation marketing, including how to
establish a small enterprise to market and
sell toilets in communities. This demand-
driven approach can be used by community
groups, Non-Government Organisations
(NGOs), government, private sector or donor
bodies to facilitate the construction and use
of appropriate, needs-based toilet facilities
and other services.

Setting up and managing a small enterprise
A guide for the Pacific

This basic business management workbook
is designed to support the establishment
of sanitation enterprises in Pacific
communities. This practical, step-by-step

guide complements the ‘Building strong

and healthy communities: Setting up a
sanitation enterprise in your community’
resource. Setting up and managing a small
enterprise’ is based on the Basic Business
Management training program developed by
the Cooperative and Small Business Training
Institute, Lami, Draunibota, Fiji Islands.

Clean Communities
A practical guide to build and maintain toilets
in the Pacific islands

A practical, step-by-step guide to build,
maintain and repair toilets in Pacific
communities. Also provides information

on the need for improved sanitation and the
importance of hygiene behaviour such as
handwashing with soap.

Schools resources

Hands up for hygiene - teaching hygiene
behaviour in Pacific schools
Teacher’s manual

The resource focuses on three key
behaviours for promotion within Pacific
schools: handwashing with soap at critical
times, using and maintaining toilets, and
the importance of freshwater for hygiene
purposes.

‘Germ-buster’
Student’s workbook

The student’s workbook contains activities
to personalise hygiene for kids, eg. puzzles,
quiz, songs etc. A fun superman style
character called ‘Super soap’ has been
developed to engage kids’ attention.

)

Posters, stickers and board game

Three posters are available which highlight
the importance of washing hands with soap.
The board game is a fun and educational
way to engage people on sanitation and
hygiene issues. The stickers can be used as
‘rewards’ in the classroom.



